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 CONTROLLER SEES
JUSTICE OFFICIALS
ABOUT RIGES BANK

Publishes Accusations Against
the Financiers, Alleging
Unlawful Practices.

INSTITUTION OBTAINS
TEMPORARY INJUNCTION

Court Restrains Mr. Williams, Mr.
McAdoo and Mr. Burke From
“Interference."”

CASE T0O BE HEARD FRIDAY

Both Sides Issue Lo}ig Statements
Airing Controversy That Has
Existed for Many Months.

Justice Siddons to Sit.

John Skelton Willlams, controller of
the currency, took up with the Depart-
ment of Justice today, In a conference
we held there with officials of that de-
partment, varlous matters in connec-
tion with a controversy between the
Jiggs Natlional Bank and officlals of
the Treasury Department.

Present at the conference were
"harles Warren, assistant attorney
weneral; Louls 1. Brandels of Bosaton
nid Jesse ¢. Adkins, a Washington at-
torney, who, ke Mr. Brandeis, has
been retained from time to time as a
=pecial aasistant attorney genem!,
'rior to the conference Mr, Williams
snnounced that an Investigation he had
made of the aiffairs of the bank had ré-
gulted in the Department of Justice en-
gaging the mervices of Mr. Brandeis as
gpecial counsel in the case.

Obtains Temporary Injunction.

The difference between the RIZgs
Natlonal Bank and some of the officials

of the Treasury Department, which
have been a matter of gossip for
months, and the controversy which

arose out of them were precipitated
fnto an open and public “break” late
yestemlay afternoon, when the bank
goucht and obtained from the Distriet
Bupreme Court a temporary injunction,
muswerable Friday, which was served
on Treasury offteials today, to show
ecnuse why the controller, the Secretary
of the Tressury and the treasurer of
the United States should not be re-
strained from further withholding of.
$5.000 interest on United States bonds
lield by the bank.

The -temporary injunction, which was
granted by Justice McCoy, is also to
show causs why the Tr ury officials
shall not be restraluned from what 1is
charged as “Interference” and “lmter-
meddling” with the bank's affalrs.

In hiz conference today at the De-
partment of Justice. the controller
vited such facts as are in his posses-
sion, he sald, following his visit to the
department.

It wae stated that the information
he furnished included not only material
fn a statement he gave out last night,
which is printed elsewhere in The Star
today, but other information. This was
furnished to Mr. Brandeis, whose duty,
it was said at the Department, will he
to pass on the facts presented, as dg-
veloped by the bank examiners of the
Treasury Department, to determine
whether these facts furnish a basls for
action, and if so to formulate a com-
plaint

Mr. Brandeis to Act

Following the cabinet meeting this
ifternoon, Attorney General Gregory aaid
that Mr. Brandeis, so far as he knew, has
yaot acted for the Department of Justice
in connection with the controversy until
toudsy, but that he will be perfectly willing
to name Mr. Brandeia as an assistant at-
toruey general to handle the case, and
that the Department of Justice will fur-
msh any legal assistance the Treasury
eificials may require when they answer
the bill of complaint of the Riggs National
Bank Friday morning. This answer, it
is understood, s to be made before Jus-
t1e¢ Siddons, owing to the crowded nature
of Justice McCoy's docket.

The 35000 interest in dlspute has
Lieen held up by the Treasury officials
to cover penalties of $100 a day im-
pused upon the bank for alleged full-
ure to make certain reports demanded
by the controller.

Official= of the bank today examined
a lengthy statement given out by Con-
troller Willlams, reciting some of the
transactions of the bank to which he
takes exception.

Couneel for the bank issued another
ptatement this afternoon, in addition to
one made last night when the news of
the sult became public

Bank’s Bill of Complaint
Alleges Unlawful Conspiracy
By U. S. Treasury Officials

A summary of the bill of complaint
filad by the Riggs National Bank late
yesterday afternoon, on which a tem-
porary Injunction was obtalned agalnst
John Skelton Willlams, controller of the
Treasury ;. Willlam Gibbs McAdoo, Sec-
retary of the Treasury, and John Burke,
treasurer of the United States, shows that
it contains thirty-seven counts.

Controller Williams and Secretary Me-
Adoo are charged with having consplired
to irreparably injure the plaintiff bank
and to have excesded the powers confided

to them by law and to have abused the |

puowers g0 confided to them.

They are charged with having “prosti-
tuted their offives to malice,” and to have
“sought unlawfully to destroy and un-
ennstitutionally to confiscate the property
of the defendant bank.™”

It 1= aldo charged “that t hawve un-
lawfully withheld §5,000 due the plaintiff
Lk, the sald $5,000 belug Interest on
gorerniment bonds, the property of the
pluintiff bank, held in trust by the treas-
urer of the Upited States to secure clr-
culation.™

The plaintiff bank petitioned the court
1o restiain Codtroller Willlams from
intertering or intermeddling in any un-
Jawful manner with the property of the
plaintiff or with its officers; to enjoin
Controller Williams from refusing to
apprgve the plaintiff bunk as a de-
{-u.-nar}- for the funds of other national
mnks, to enjoin Becretary MecAdoo
frum musisting or abetting Controller
Willlams “in the resaid manner”;
1o declare a penalty o! $5,000, levied
naainst the bank null and vol; and to
«njoin Treasurer Burke from convert-
frng “the =aid 35,000 into the Treasury
of the United States”

The bill exhihits the last regular re-
port of condition of the plaintiff ban
showi%that the bunk has a capital o
$1,000,000, a surplus of $2,000,000, and
more than $9,000,000 in deposits, and
declares that no ope has clailmed that

muun‘:‘m_mm — itex

PUMPS OF RAIDER
HER AFLOAT

Kronprinz Wilhelm, Leaking
Badly, May Require Three
Weeks to Repair.

NEVER HEARD FROM EITEL,
CAPT. THIERFELDER SAYS

Statements of Officers Accepted by
U. S. Authorities—Experts Think
Ship Will Intern.

NEWPORT NEWS, Va, April 13.—
Steam pumps of the German commerce
destroyver Kronprinz Wilhelm, in port
here, were still In operation today
while experts from the Newport News
Shipbullding and Drydock Company re-
sumed examination of the ship in order
to report to her commander on repairs
necessary to make her seaworthy. That
Capt. Thierfelder would ask the Wash-
ington government for at least three
weeks' time to repair the ship was in-
dicated as a result of the prelimlnary
survey.
That the Wilhelm is leaking con-
stantly was evidenced by continuous
throbbing of her pumps and also by the
fact that the ship lles low in the water
despite lack of cargo,
Capt. Thierfelder urged the sur-
veyors to hasten thelr work that he
might comply with the request of the
American government for an early ap-
plication for time to remain in port.
He hoped to send such a letter to Col-
lector of Customs Hamilton later in
the day.
Customs officlals and naval officers
accept the declaration of Capt. Thier-
felder and Commander Thierichens of
the Prinz Eitel Friedrich that there
were no --ireless Interchanges between
them after the Eitel came to Newport
News or while the sea raiders were
oneratinq_ln the south seas.
Capt. hierfelder says he tried to
communicate with the Eitel on the
high seas, but failed because he had
not been supplied with the new Ger-
man war code.

Think Ship Will Intern.

The fact that the Wilthelm will re-
quire considerable attention before she
can be made seaworthy, it was be-
lieved by experts, may eventually cause
her to be interned. Capt. Thierfelder,
however, insists that he ia anxlous to
have his ship repaired as quickly as
possible, in order that he may renew
his merchant raiding expedition.
Rear Admiral Beatty, commandant of
the Norfolk navy yard, under instruc-
tlons from Secretary Danlels, has given
rmission for certain of the Prinz
itel Friedrich's officers to visit Rich-
mond and Petersburg, Va.

Beriberl Appears Checked.

Investigation by the United States
public health service Into the epidemic

‘of beriberi among sallors aboard the

Kronpring Wilhelm was begun today.
Dr. Joseph Goldberger arrived from
Washington and was taken aboard the
warship shortly before noon. Captl
Thlerfelder reported to him that the
spread of the di 8¢ appeared to have
been checked sliice wholesome food and
gropar medicines had been procured
ere.

Embassy Forwards Request.
The German embassy today trans-
mitted to the State Department a form-
al request of Capt. Thierfelder of the
auxiliary crulser Kronprinz Wilhelm
for permission to have his vessel ex-
amined to see what repalrs were nec-

essary to render her seaworthy, and
also for permission to have those re-
pairs made.

FRENCH SHELL TURKISH
CAMP NEAR JERUSALEM

FARIS, April 13, 11:18 a.m —The ma-
rine ministry issued the following
statement today:

“Yesterday a battleship, In connec-
tion with French seaplanes, bombarded
the important Turkish encampment in
the neighborhood of Gaza."

The bombardinent of (Gaza marks the
development of hostilities in a new
guarter. Gaza is In southern Palestine,
near the Egyptian frontier. The city
lies two miles inland from the Medi-
terranean and forty-elght miles south-
west of Jerusalem. The Turkish en-
campment near this city may have been
established In connection with the ad-
vance of Turkish troops across the
Sinal peninsula to the Bues canal.

OBJECT TO PHRASE,

Riggs Bank's Counsel Caustic as to
Word “Temerity.”

The statement given out by the of-
fice of Bailey & Bailey of counsel for
the complainants is as follows:

“The Riggs National Bank has sub-
mitted its cause against the Treasury
officials to a United States court for
determination. At this time the bank
has no further statement to make, ex-
cept to point out that in his formal
statement, issued to the press last
night, Controller Willlams commented
on what he called ‘the temerity’ of the
bank and its officers in submitting its
grievances to a court of justice.

“it is characteristic of the entire per-
sonal and oflicial attitude of Mr. Wil-
liams to consider it ‘temerity’ on the
part of a citlzen to Invoke the ald of
the courts, organized under the Con-
stitution 0. the lU'nited States to give
protection against unlawful acts,
whether committed by persons tempo-
rarily in. public office or otherwise.,”

Controller Willlams sald he did not
consider it necessary to make addition-
al comment. He might have a state-
ment to make at some later time, he
sald.

FOUR EXPERTS TO DESCEND.

Divers Exploring the Location of
Sunken Submarine F-4.

HONOLULU, T. H., April 13.—George
D. Stillson, chief gunner's mate in
charge of the diving operations for
raising the submarine F-4, submerged
outside the harbor since March 25, sald
today four expert divers would proba-
bly make a descent tomorrow.

With the apparatus brought here yen-
terday by the cruiser Maryland and
the use of a new method of supplying
compressed air, Stillson said the divers
would be able to work at any depth to
400 feet.

OBREGON AND VILLA
PROBABLY FIGHTING

Hostilities Expected to Be Re-
newed Today, State De-
partment Hears.

BOTH LEADERS HAVE BEEN
WAITING REINFORCEMENTS

Battle Near Nuevo Laredo Also
Likely Soon—Acapulco Needs
Food and Money.

Hostilities were expected to be rve-
sumed today in the wvicinity of Celaya
and Irapuato, between the contending
Mexican armies under (Gens, Villa and
Obregon, according to State Depart-
ment advices. :
George C.Carothers, American consu-
lar agent, who went to Guadalajara to
Investigate the guestlon of mining
taxes, returned to Villa’s-headquarterse
at Irapuato last night and sent the
State Department its first report of the
military situation in that section. He
telegraphed that April 6 and 7 there
were thirty-six hours of fighting, after
which Gen. Villa decided to awalt re-
inforcements.

More than 15,000 men, officials here
estimate, have been gathered at the
front by Villa, and he prepared to re-
sume his attack today. Gen. Obregon
is believed to have an equal number.

Obregon Being Reinforced.

State Department advices given out
today Eay:

“Relnforcements and ammunition are
belng sent to Gen. Obregon, who is re-
ported to be still at Celaya.

“It is reported from Laredo that e
Villa force reached Hulsachita April
11, and that the Nuevo Laredo garrizon
has gone to give battle.

“The military-commander at Acapulco
has sent a message to Gen, Carranza,
calling attention to the seriousness of
the food situation, saying there is ur-
gent need of corn, flour and funds.

“Vera Cruz advices state that Gen.
Gonzales left there April 10. He con-
ducted the recent campalgn against
Monterey, whered it is reported he met
with a severe defeat. Constitutionalist
authorities state that they still hold
Victoria-and Ebano.”

Brig. Gen. Evans reported from the
border today that some shots fell into

redo, Tex., last night, while jubilant

exicans across the line were cele-
brating a reported Carranza Vvictory.
No one was hurt.

Ool. Ereceda Arrives.

Col. Alfreda Ereceda, heading 2
commission ef four men appolnted by
Gen. Carranza to visit President Wil-
gon, arrived In New York yesterday.
Col. Ereceda admitted that he had
come on officlal business-for his chtief.
Gen. Carranza Iinformed American
Coneu) Silliman at Vera Cruz yesterday
that he would furnish a train for
Americane desiring to leave Mexico
City. He will permit a passenger
train from Vera Cruz to proceed as far
a8 Ometusco, forty miles east of Mexico
City, where the Americans would be
picke wup. The first chief asked to be
notified as to the number of Amerl-
cana expecting to leave and the time
they wished the train to be ready.
This action grew out of the effort of
the United States government to secure
the neutralizatlon of the rallroad be-
tween Mexico City and Vera Cruz. Al-
though unwilllng to make any perma-
nent arrangement, Gen. Carranza now
has expressed a desire to ald foreign-
ers who are anxious to reach the sea
coast.

Many Americans and forelgners
Tampico simllarly are planning
leave as soon as transportation ar-
rangements can be made. Secretary
Bryan sought the aid of the War
Department yesterday and the trans-
port Bumner at Galveston was ordered
to Tampleo to bring back the 300 or
more forelgners.

Summary of Reports.

In its summary of reports from
Mexico the State Department sald work
wans proceeding slowly on the rallroad
south of Piedras Negras for lack of
material, and traffic would not be re-
sumed for three weeks.

Some fighting was reported from the
west coast, and the outcome of an at-
tack on Acaponota by Carranza forces
was not definitely known. Both forces
were short of ammunition, the report
said. A mall censorship has been es-
tablished at Collma.

The abandonment of the proposed
Villa attack on Nuevo Laredo was re-
pored from the border, Gen. Hernandez
having returned to Piedras Negras
with his forces and the remalining
Villa troops not belng strong enough
to attaclk.

in
to

Villa Advices.

The Villa agency made public the
following statement from Diaz Lom-
bardo, minister for foreign affalrs, ex-
plaining the recent mining decres:

“The provisional government does not
mean to conflscate the mines, but to re-
eatablish in effect some provisions of
the old mining laws, which provisions
are universally adopted and enforced,
and which consist in declaring the for-
felture of a mining property when,
without justified cause, it is not de-
veloped or operated within a given
time, or when the owners of said prop-
erty fail in the payment of the taxes,

“One of the provisions of the old law
re-established is that no mining prop-
erty can exceed fifleen pertenenclas
(mining claims) for eich Individual, or
150 pertenenclas for a company.

“This last regulatlon wlill have no
retroactive effect. Existing properties
are not subject to its application. It
is intended only to take care of future
claims.”

BRITISH TO LODGE PROTEST.

Mining Regulations Under Villa
Regime Declared Confiscatory.

LONDON, April 13, 2:15.-—The foreign
office has instructed the British charge
d'affaires at Mexico City to lodge =&
protest with Gen. Villa against the new
mining regulations promulgated by the
Villa regime.

The forelgn office took this action
upon the receipt of advices from the
tharge to the effect that the mining
regulations in question amounted wir-
tually to confiscation of forelgn min-
ing Interests.

VILLA OPENS BOMBARDMENT.

Shells Fired at Carranza Trenches at

Matamoros.

BROWNSVILLE, Tex., April 13 —
Bombardment of the Carranza trenches
by the Villa army besleging Matamoros
began this forenocon. Only one cannon
a red to be in action.

he Villa gunner got the range after
a few minutes and dropped two shells

The work of adjusting the apparatus
will be completed .

within a few yards of the trenches em

the nrnm of Matagioros.

THE SUBURBAN

JUGGERNAUT.

FOR AN

GERMANIC NATIONS PREPARED
TO FEED ARMIES AND PEOPLE

INDEFINITE PERIOD

Report ‘“That Shortage of Supplies and Munitions Makes
Teutonic Allies Willing to Consider Peace Terms
~ Meets With Flat and Emphatic Denial.

ROME. April 12, via Paris, April
18.—Information obtained from the
highest German =ources in this city
is to the effect that there is abso-
lutely no basis for the report that
peace negotiations under certaln
conditions are being considered in
Berlin.

These reports, it is sald. are based
upon the ignorance of actual condi-
tione in the German empire. The
assertion {= made that both QGer-
many and Austria, particularly the
former, have within their borders
supplies of everything necessary to
prolong the war indefinitely.

Plans Vigorous Campaign.

Well informed Germans in Rome
declares the determination of the
central smpires to carry the con-
flict to the end will become apparent
soon, when the campaign is resumed
with fresh vigor on both fronts, ac-
cording to plans mapped out by the
general staff during the winter.

The same sources of Information are
authority for the statement that not
only can Germany provide food to

supply her people, but that she has
on hand a plentiful store of supplies
for menufacturing arrangements
and ammunition. -

Conserving Potato Supply.

BERLIN, via london, April 13,
10:45 a.m.—Regulations have been
adopted by the federal council

which are designed to insure a sup-
ply of potatoes for the spring and
summer. An Imperial committee,
under control of the chancellor, has
been appointed to conserve the sup-
Ply and mee that it is equalized In
various parts of the empire. Owing
to storage and other difficulties, po-
tatoes will not be seized, but ar-
rangements will be made with own-
ers to hold specified quantities for
specified periods.

Farmers and others having a con-
siderable supply on hand will be
permitted to charge a stipulated sum
for storage. Charges for potatoes
obtained by munlcipalities for their
needy citizens will be paid from the
tmperial treasy---
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STEELTOCK 0ES P
10 149, THEN REACT

Bethlehem Shares Figure in Another
Sensational Rise in
New York.

NEW YOREK, April 12.—Another spec-
tacular rise in Bethlehem Bteel, which
sold up to 139% in the first hour of to-
day's business, a gain of 15l points
over yesterday's close, wae the all-ab-
sorbing feature of today's early stock
market. The advance was again ac-
complished malnly In transactlons of
100-share lots, but its effect upon the
balance of the list was less disturbing
than heretofore.

Wall street stlll inclined to the bellef
that the movement, without parallel in
the recent history of the exchange, is
primarily due to the persistent opposi-
tion of the short Interest, together with
the small amount of the stock available

for speculative purposes. All rumors
of a contest for control of the proper-
ty were scouted.

Whole Market Forward.

Bethlehem Steel rose to 142 before
noon, and then dropped back 4 points
from its high price. The entire mar-
ket moved forward toward the end of
the morning session, largely as a re-
‘sult of peace rumors from Washington.

By way of variation the phenomenal
movement in Bethlehem Steel was said
to be the precursor of an important
announcement to stockholders of the

muia it was sald, would in-

mpany.
‘\:.rglv;-'an increase of the company's
stock, with valuable subscription
rights.

At this morning’s high prices Beth-
lehem Steel showed a @ain of 54 points
over its low price of a Week ago.

During the mid-sesslon Bethlehem
Steel ascended to 143%, from which it
reacted moderately. Brokers who
watched the course of the stock sald
they saw evidence of absorption, even
in the extraordinary advance. Sales of
Bethlehem Steel up to 1 o'clock barely
exceeded 20,000 shares, which offered
further proof of the stock’'s scarcity.
The entire market became sironger in
the early afternoon, some of the lead-
ers rising above the prices of laat

movement. ° By

4

Saturday, which marked the top level|
ol the i

PEACE NOT FORMALLY
- BROACHED BY VATICAN

But President Has Received Intima-
tions That Pope Would Sup-

port U. 8. Action.
4——.—

President Wilson today declared,
commenting on a published state-
ment of Pope Benedlet that the latter
had indicated a desire to support any
move the United States might make for
peace, that intlmations of this charac-
ter had been frequentily conveyed to
him through different persons. He
sald, however, no formal communica-
tion had come to him on the subject.

Asked whether the United States re-
cently had learned, officially or un-
officlally, of the terms upon which the
belligerents might be ready to make
peace, the President said, regretfully,
there had been no hasis whtever, so
far as he knew, for the rumors to that
effect.

Supports Peace Movement.

While the United States government
wae not consulted in'connection with
the international woman's peace gath-
ering at The Hague, the Fresldent in-
dicated today that the movement had
his sympathetic support.

Although the meeting has no official
atatus, Mr. Wilson said, he understood
the delegates had not asked for official
authority because they preferred to
act unofficlally.

LOSSES AT NEUVE CHAPPELLE.

Further List Issued by British War
Office Adds 1,038 Names.

LONDON, April 13.—A further cas-
ualty list 1ssued by the British war of-
fice adds 1,038 names to the list of Brit-
ish soldlers killed or wounded in the
battle of Neuve Chapelle, France, last
month. Of this number 317 men were
killed and the others were wounded.
This latest list brings the total Brit-
casualties in the fighting at Neunve
lle, so far as announced to 6,581
number z.‘n men were killed.

i

1.5, ASKED TOAD
* PRISNERS OF WAR

\Germany Makes Strong Pro-
test Against Treatment of
Captured Crews.

LONDON, April. 13.—The reported
German declaratlon that British offi-
cers had been Imprisoned in the mili-
tary detention barracks, in retaliation
for the refusal of the British to accord
the same treatment to crews of Ger-
man submarines as to oth prisoners,
is expected to place additional labor on
the shoulders of American diplomats.
Their good offices probably will be re-
quested in this connection.

According to a message from Amster-
dam, the German forelgn minister has
presented a note to Amhassador Gerard
protesting against Great Britain's
course and asking Mr. Gerard to ar-
range a personal investigation by a
member of the staff of the American
embassy in London.

Note to Ambassador Gerard.

The text of the note presented by the
German foreign office to James W.
Gerard, the American ambassador to
Germany, on the subject of submarine
prisoners is contained in a dispatch re-
ceived from Berlin today by Reuter's
Telegram Company. The text reads as
follows:

“"The German government has learned
with astonishment and indignation that
the British government regards officers
and crews of German submarines not
as honorable enemies, and accordingly
treats them not as other prisoners of
war, but as ordinary prisoners.

“These officers and crews acted as
brave men in the discharge of their
mlilitary dutles and therefore they are
fully entitled to be treated like pris-
oners of war In accordance with inter-
national agreements. The German gov-
ernment therefore enters the strongest
protest against a measure which 1is
contrary to international law and sees
itself at the same time regretfully
compelled immediately to execute the
reprisals announced by it and subject
to similar harsh treatment a corre-
sponding number of English army offi-
cers who are prisoners of war.

British Charge Denied.

“When, moreover, the British govern-
ment sees fit to remark that the Ger-
man navy, in contrast with that of the
British, fail to save shipwrecked men
we can only reject with loathing the
inginuation that such a rescue was
possible for German ships, but was
wilfully neglected.

“The undersigned begs the ambassa-
der to convey this information to the
British government, and to also take
steps to secure for the members of the
American embassy in London an oppor-
tunity personally to inquire into the
treatment of German submarine pris-
oners at present, and to report con-
cerning the details of their lodging,
maintenance and employment,

“Further proceedings regarding the
British . oficers who have been pro-
visionally placed under officers’ arrest
will depend upon the treatment of the
German prisoners.”

GORGAS MAY QUIT ARMY,

Probably Will Take Charge of Fignt
on Typhus in Serbia.
Surgeon General Gorgas of the army
probably will accept the offer of the
Rockefeller Foundation that he become
its general adviser as to public sanita-
tion and control of epidemics. The
foundation desires Gen. Gorgas to take
charge of the flght against the epl-
demic of typhus in Serbia, and offi-
cinls here believe he will do so.
Secretary Garrison is known to have
discussed the question informally with
President Wilson. Although officials
deeply regret the prospect of Gen. Gor-
gas leaving the army, they will not op-
pose him If he feels ‘that he can per-

form a greater publle service by do-
ing so. e 75

NEWNAN QUSTER
1S BEING ARGUED

Supreme Court Hears At-
torneys on Commissioner’s
Right to Hold Office.

MR. BAILEY CRITICISES
SOLICITOR GENERAL DAVIS

Declares He Has No Right to Ap-
pear—Justices Ask Lawyers
Questions.

Argument in the case of District
Commissioner Oliver P. Newman,
whose ouster from office has been
ordered in the lower courts, was begun
in the Supreme Court of thé United
States today. Commissioner Newman's
right to hold office was challenged on
the ground that he had not been an
actual resident of the District of Co-
lumbla for the three years prior to his
appointment, and that he had claimed
residence elsewhere durlng that period.
A jury trilal in the District Supreme
Court declided against Mr. Newman,
and thls decislon was upheld by a ma-
jority of the District Court of Appeals.
Mr. Newman then carried the case to
the Supreme Court of the United States.

The attorneys In the case for Mr.
Newman are Jackson H. Ralston, Wil-
liam E. Richardson and George W.
Hott. John W. Davis and Conrad H.
Syme also aided In the preparation of
his case For the defendant in error
before the Supreme Court, Willilam J.
Frizzell, a citizen of the District, who in-
stituted the ouster proceedings against
Mr. Newman, the attorneys are former
Senator Joseph W. Balley, Arthur A.
Birney and William J. Neale.

Mr. Ralston’s Argument.

Jackson H. Ralston opened the argu-
ment for Newman. It was stated that
former Senator Bailey would make the
other argument for the defendant in
error, Mr. Frizzell

Mr. Ralston briefly outlined the his-
tory of the appolntment of Newman
and the proceedings brought to oust
him from office.

The guo warranto statute, said Mr.
Ralston, under which proceedings had
been taken provide that the Attorney
General and the United States attorney
for the District shall act.

He sald that the Attorney General
and the assistant district attorney had
refused to take such action, and that
then Willlam J. Frizzell, a resident
and taxpayer of the District, had
sought to bring quo warranto proceed-
Ings to oust Newman.

.He said that Justice Anderson of the
District Supreme  Court, had  ruled
against Frizzell, to the  effect thai he
couldn't properly bring auch action
Against Newman. AL :

The Court of Appeals, however, over-
ruled this decision, and the trial of the
case was had in the District Supreme
Court. The trial resulted in a verdict
nniljn-t Newman. : | =
. An appesl was taken to the Court of
Appeals, and that court sustalned the
action of the court below, Chief Justice
Shepard dissenting. A request for
a writ of error to get the matter be-
fore the Supreme Court of the United
States was entered and granted. A
petition for a writ of certiorari to get
the case before the Supreme Court also
was entered and is pending.

Mr. Ralston argued that Mr. Frizzell
had no right under the law to bring
quo warranto proceedings against New-
man. He admitted that the District
court had granted Frizzell this right.

Not Merely a Municipal Office.

Mr. Ralston déclared that the office of
District Commissioners was not mere-
ly a municipal office, but an officer
through whom the Federal government
exercised power in the Federal Dis-
trict.

“Our view of it has been that it is
very much more than & municipal of-
fice,” said Mr. Ralston. “The lower
courts held that Mr. rrizzell, as tax-
payer in the District, had an interest in
the appolntment of Newman as a muni-
cipal officer.”

Mr. Ralston argued that a taxpayer
really has not such an Interest as to
permit him to bring gquo warranto pro-
ceedings, He Insiated that this had
been held in many cases in many
states.

A person must have an Interest as dis-
tinguished from that of the whole body
of citizens—an interest in the office itself,
he said.

“If Mr. Frizzell has a right to challenge
the holding of office of a Distriet Com-
missioner, he has the same right to chal-
lenge the right of our interstate commerce
commission, a member of the federal
trade commissicn or any of the other
federal officers whose business is coun-
ducted in the Diatrict of Columbia,”
Mr. Ralston said.

Justice Pitney questioned Mr. Ralston
closely as to whether Mr. Newman was
not a municipal officer, and, as having
power to recommend to Congress how
the taxes may be expended, whether
Mr. Frizzell, a taxpayer, had not a
keen Interest in the appointment.

“It seems to me, when I was In Con-
gress, I heard a great deal as to the
Commglssioners belng munlclpal of-
ficers, and in regard to their recom-
mendations,” sald Justice Pitney.

Mr. Ralston’s View.

Mr. Ralston contended that if Friz-
zell had a right to bring ouster pro-
ceedings against Newman, then any
citizen of the United States had such a
right, since he was a federal officer.

The fact that the President had ap-
pointed Newman and the Senate had
confirmed him, he said, should be con-
clusive.

“A waste of your time I regard the
hearing of this case by ¥your honors,"
sald former Senator Balley, opening
the argument for Frizzell. “It ought
to have been dismissed.”

Mr. Bailey Criticises Mr. Davis.

The appearance of Solicitor General
Davis in the interests of Commisaloner
Newman was severely criticised by
former Senator Balley, who appeared
againat Newman, and in the Interests
of Willlam J. Frizzell, a citizen of the
Distriot seeking to oust Newman from
office.

*“The government is here with Iits
second highest law officer to defend
this man,” sald Senator Balley, “against
whom two judgments have been ren-
dered by the Court of Appeals of the
District and another by a trial by
1‘-!,’36 you think there can be any im-
propriety in the government's appear-
ing with ita second highest officer, or
even with its first?’ questioned Chlef
Justice White, “when you remsmber
that the President of the United States
and the Senate have upon Mr.
Newman's case favorably?®
I de,” replied SBenator Bailey em-
phatically. - "The officers of this gov-
ernment are sworn to uphold the laws
of the land, and this case is brought
against Newman In the name of the
United States, with W. J. Frizsell as
relator. I was not golng out of my way
to criticise the law officers of the gov-
ernment, and I have the very highest
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ALLES N FRANCE
ARENEARLYREADY
TOBEGIN ADVANCE

British Cheered by Gen.
French’s Promise to Break
the German Line.

RECENT FRENCH SUCCESS
GIVES A BIG ADVANTAGE

Coming Three Months Expected to
Be Memorable in History of
{ Great War,

SAYS THE FOE LACEKS VIGOR

Official “Eye-Witness” Draws Con~
clusion From Failure of Ger-
mans to Return Recent
Attacks by British.

LONDON, April 13, 1:13 pm.
—Field Marshal Sir John French's
message to his countrymen at
home that “I know when the time
comes for us to make our great
move we can break through the
Germans,” and the British eye-
witness’ statement of yesterday
that there are plain signs of the
“gradual weakening of the Ger-
man resistance,” are accepted here
as an intimation that the present
steady pressure on the western
front will shortly develop into
events of vaster scope.

It is thus expected that the next
three months will be especially
memorable in this epoc hmaking
war.

Signal for Final Offensive.

Military writers are of the opinlon
that the reported French successes he-
tween the Meuse and the Moselle—an
Important region stretching between
the rival fortresses of Verdun and
Metz—have given a promising opening
for the spring campaign.

They regard it as the signal for the
final offensive movement which has
been awaiting the arrival of adequate
accumulations of men, equipment and
supplies.

The suspension of Infantry fighting
in this all-important Verdun district
has been quickly broken down, as was
expected, by the gallant German at-
tempt to recapture the position of Les
Eparges, possession of which enabled
Gen. Joffre to glve another twist to the
screw of the vise wherewith he hopea
to grip the German position of St
Mihiel, that bastionlike projection inte
the French line which the invaders
have held tenaclously for so many
months.

Germans Fail to Counter.

“It ia a significant fact that although
a month has passed since the action at
Neuve Chapelle ihe enemy has made
no attempt to retaliate in any quarter,
but has remained inactive, while we
have established ourselves securely on
the ground won,” is a declaration made
by the “eyewitness” attached to Brit-
i{sh army headquarters on the conti-
nent in a communication dated April &

Continuing, the writer says:

“Looking back over the past four
months, it is instructive to note the
gridual weakening of the German re-
sistance on our Iront. Formerly any
offensive action on our part wax met
with an immediate counterstroke.
This is the first occaslon on which the
enemy has made no reply at all

“This does not mean, of course, that
the resistance is collapsing,” but the
Germans have none the less admitted
that with the troops at their disposal

on this front they are unable to
avenge their defeat. Some light has
been thrown lately on the conditions

prevailing In the area behind the Ger-
man lines which served to confirm the
impression that the general situation
is creating great anxiety.”

Enemy Losing Heart.

Referring to the condition bordering
on panlc which prevailed at Lille dur-
ing the fighting at Neuve Chapelle, this
writer goes on to Eay:

“HBoth officers and men have openly
expressed their uneasiness. Apparently
a marked change began to occur in the
general demeanor of the ‘ierman troops
soon after Christmas. Till then they
had been absolutely confident and ex-
tremely cheerful, but latterly this feel-
ing has= been steadily decreasing. Ger-
man soldiers have told French civilians
they recognize they would be over-
powered by the masses of men England
was going to place In the field, and
they have tried to persuade them that
the English were equally bent on ruin-
ing France, and that they would grab
everything for themselives.'

In conclusion the “eyewitness” men-
tions the fact that the German war
levy at Lille, Roubaix and Tourocing
during the month of March amounted
to 5,000,000 francs (§1,000,000).

Germans Scorn Death.

PARIS, April 13.—There has been given
out in Paris a description by an eye-
witneus of the attempt made by the Ger-
mans April 8 and 8 to retake a small fort
at Beausejour held by the French.

Two companies of volunteers led In this
attack. They showed an absolute con-#
tempt for death, but, nevertheleas, they
were stopped by the fire of the French ar-
tillery and infantry. Unly a few of them
escaped. Another attack, In which the
Germans pald a heavy price, was wuc-
cesaful in capturing the first line of
trenches. These positions were held by
two companies until April 3. The Ger-
mans were so thick in these trenchs that
they crowded each other and interfered
with the freedom of operations. Into this
mass of men the French artillery fired.
Those who escaped the shells were mostly
bayoneted by the French infantry. Ounly
ten men survived.

236 Killed in Japanese Mine
TOKIO, Japan, April 13.—A fatal ac-
cldent in a coal mine near Shimonoseki
has resulted in the loss of 338 lives,

sccording to information received in
Tokio u&l evening. A




